











Without a doubt, the show-
stealer this year was a model of
the mobile ‘‘Flower Kitchen,”’
designed for Mrs. Angela Hodge
by architect, John Prizeman.

Mrs. Hodge has a home in a
million—her Elizabethan man-
sion at Sudbury, Suffolk, was
moved half a mile uphill a year
ago to escape from new buildings
that were spoiling the view. The
‘move’ on rollers cost thousands
of pounds.

She then had a long think
about her kitchen as she didn’t
like the idea of ‘‘my cooking
indoors while everybody was
enjoying themselves outside at
the swimming pool.”’

She decided that she would
like to be able to press a button
and take the whole kitchen out
into the sun.

Her ‘Flower Kitchen’® must
now rate her impact on domes-
ticity the same as that on Ascot
by Mrs. Gertrude Schilling and
her fantastic hats.

Onion-Shaped

The kitchen is onion-shaped,
circular and able to revolve. It
is mounted on a track, which will
take it right out of the house into
the grounds. The whole kitchen
dome of clear acrylic material
arranged in segments like the
petals of a gigantic flower.

When moved into the garden,
these can be lifted by electric
motors, so that air and sunlight
fills the working space.

The ultimate cost? No-one was
prepared to say at Harrogate.

And to what will Mrs. Hodge
turn her inventive mind? Pro-
bably a bathroom. Maybe next
year a model of that will be on
show at Harrogate. If it is, like
the kitchen, it will be ultra-
modern.

“THE POCKET KITCHEN"’

The last word in compactness—
this ‘‘Pocket Kitchen’’ in which all
the equipment, including two ovens,
fits into a space only eight feet wide
and two feet deep.

For Mrs. Hodge likes a car-
peted bathroom—and her solici-
tor husband, John, doesn’t.

““It’s been a bone of contention
between us, and the answer is to
have two bathrooms, one car-
peted and the other not.

‘I want a super-duper bath-
room, but there is a space
problem. So I think I’ll have one
that ‘disappears’ so that when
it’s not in use, I can use the space
as a bedroom.”’

If John Prizeman is to be
particularly remembered for his
‘Flower Kitchen,” he won’t be
forgotten for his ‘ Pocket Kitchen,’
either which provided a complete
contrast at Harrogate.

Designers rarely pay attention
to the problem of tiny kitchens
to high standards, yet many
luxury flats are very small indeed.
All the equipment, which in-

cludes two ovens, fits into a space
that is only eight feet wide and
two feet deep. With a built-in
table and comfortable seating

for four, the total area is only
eight feet by ten feet.

The ‘Pocket Kitchen’ has a
two-door ‘Jupiter’ auto-defrost-
ing Thomson Frigeco refrigerator,
and the new Thomson SHI1221
dishwasher is built-in under the
worktop. A new hob and oven
from Scholtes of France takes
care of most of the cooking, but
there is also a Westinghouse
microwave oven for giuck meals.

The 12-inch stainless steel sink
is fitted with a new Westinghouse
waste disposer, an efficient and
well-engineered design.

Kettie Elements

There must be many homes
where the electric kettle has been
relegated to the bottom of the
cupboard because it has been
impossible to find the right re-
placement element. But now
Backer Electric have come up with
the solution—a reduced range of
replacement parts that are made
to fit any of the older models as
well as those on sale.
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to have two teams, but Fiddler’s Ferry power
station went one better with three teams, mens,
mixed and ladies competing.

It was disappointing that we in the Electricity
Board could only muster one team. Taking into
account the number of staff employed at Sealand
Road plus the facilities available for first-aid
training, we should have at least a couple of teams
from the male staff and an extra team from the
ladies. The Districts too, we feel sure, could get
teams together, especially now that there is pro-
vision in competition work for mixed teams.

But to this year’s competition. In the team test,
the setting, once again, was first class with the
scenery and backgrounds provided by our Display
Section. The story was that the team, returning by
car from a visit, come across an accident in a quiet
country lane. A mini car has crashed through a
stone wall, flinging the passenger out, badly injured,
on to the road. The driver, a woman, and obviously
intoxicated, has managed to scramble out of the
vehicle, leaving the engine running and adding to
the noise by shouting.

The ‘casualties’ made the situation seem so
authentic as each team took their turn and scurried
round doing their first-aid work. All made a good

job of it, but there was comment, later, that some
teams did not arrange to have the car engine
switched off.

This brought forward the suggestion that in future
competitions sound effects could be incorporated as
this would no doubt help the first-aiders.

The individual tests were quite frightening both
for the audience and possibly for some of the first-
aiders. In one of the tests, two men have been
handling a heavy girder (another excellent display
prop.), which has slipped and hit one man a glancing
blow on the forehead causing a cut eyebrow and
knocking him out. He was crushed against the wall
and suffered from asphyxia and blood was pouring
from his wound.

In the other individual test, the first-aider is
called to attend to a man who has had a fit while at
work. He has fallen and cut his scalp which is
bleeding and he has also fractured his wrist.

In the Reserves Test, the first aiders had to deal
with an accident to a friend in his home. He has
tripped and fractured some ribs in his right side and
has a bleeding varicose vein in his right calf.
Capable People

In all the tests, the large audience of supporters
were well and truly entertained as the teams and the

At the scene of the accident with the first-aiders busy with the casualties. Marking points for performance is
Dr. B. Jones, /eft, and Dr. J. R. Bowker, extreme right. The man in the middle is our own Mr. H. Wilson, who
played the part of a police officer arriving on the scene.
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A familiar picture which shows the MANWEB Chester Ladies team receiving the District Rose Bowl from Mus.

Dodds. The team, from left to right: Miss Anne Jones (reserve), Miss Sybil Timmins, Miss Elizabeth Jones,
Miss Elizabeth Jackson and Mrs. Sybil Cooper (captain).

individuals showed that they knew what they were
about. They proved that they were able to take
command of tricky situations and were well worthy
of taking care of things until professional help
arrived. Their dedication to this wonderful and
worthwhile work was impressively shown in the
competition.

Before the winners were announced and the prizes
presented, Mr. D. G. Dodds (Chairman) thanked
the judges and the doctors for the strenuous day
they had put in and for the great care they had
taken in doing their job. He also had a special word
of appreciation for the members of the ‘‘Casualties
Union’’ who performed a very taxing and skilled
job. He then went on to thank the Cheshire County
Constabulary Ladies team for helping the judges
in the run through of the tests—the catering staff,
the stewards and the many supporters who had
come along from a very wide area to back up their
teams. Finally, to the teams themselves, Mr. Dodds
thanked them for the vast amount of preparation
work they has undertaken and for the practical use
of what they were doing in their day-to-day work.
Praise for Casualties

As spokesman for the judges, Dr. 1. Maclntyre
(CIBA-GEIGY) added his thanks to the ‘casualties.’
“They all deserve Oscars,”” he said, ‘‘for one has
only to see the real concern on the faces of the
first-aiders to realise that the casualties really know
their job.”’

He complimented the members of all the teams
saying that on this day of competition, the general
standard had been very high. He gave some practical
hints to the first-aiders saying that they should always
try to reassure the patients and if there was any
bleeding, they should stop it immediately. He said
that if faced with a problem of not knowing whether

there was a fracture or a sprain, don’t hesitate, but
treat for a fracture.

Dr. Maclntyre said that a first-aider should be
firm but very careful, pointing out that in one of the
individual tests where the patient simulated a wrist
fracture, one competitor made sure by standing on
it!

He was also in humourous mood when he ad-
vised team members to ask questions of the patient
or bystanders and cited the case, again in the
individual test, where the workman had had a fit.
If the first-aider asked what his job was he may have
received the answer, ‘‘I'm a fitter,””’ This would
have given him a good clue as to what was wrong.
The punch line followed when the first-aider
reasoned, ‘ “What do fitter’s have?’’—and the answer
was ‘‘Mates!”’

The quote of the afternoon however came from
the competitor who, although he had the right
approach, made the situation sound most amusing.
He pressed a suspect area on the patient and said
““Does this hurt you?’’ the patient winced as he
replied, ‘‘Yes.”” ‘“Good,’’ said the first-aider.

Following Dr. Maclntyre’s lively, instructive and
amusing summing up, the results were given and the
prizes presented by Mrs. D. G. Dodds.

Bringing the proceedings to a close, Mr. K. W. F.
Steward, Chairman of the Ambulance Committee,
thanked Mrs. Dodds for graciously making the
presentations and then went on to endorse the
remarks made previously by Mr. Dodds and Dr.
Maclntyre. He said that it was most encouraging to
see ten teams entered this year and congratulated
them all on their fine performances. He wished the
winners good luck in the Nationals Finals to be
held in London and concluded by appealing for
still more teams to enter for next year’s competition.
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The main speaker for the evening, Mr. C. D.
Darley, Chief Public Health Inspector for the
County Borough of Birkenhead, was billed to talk
on ‘“Man’s Control of Environmental Pollution.”’

He spoke of oil on beaches and cyanide on rubbish
tips as being only minor pollution problems com-
pared to what is happening in other areas of our
environment. ‘The miracle of walking upon the
waters could happen on today’s heavily polluted River
Mersey,”” he said, “‘Very soon you will have great
difficulty to sink in it!”’

He said that we pollute and we have the powers
to overcome and control it. Then he had a pat on
the back for the way in which electricity as a fuel
generated from power stations helped to counteract
the mass air pollution from the many other forms of
heating used in homes and factories.

Commenting that the smoke pall above Merseyside
could be seen three miles out in the Irish Sea, he
further emphasised how costly smoke pollution was,
saying that twenty years ago, the damage it caused
cost the country about £250 million a year, and today
it was about double that amount even though we had
taken great steps to overcome many of the problems.

He reminded his audience of the saying ‘“Where
there’s muck, there’s money,’” which he said in the
past, meant that if the factory chimney was belching
out thick black smoke, then the men were in work
and getting wages. Today, however, where there is
muck or smoke there is pollution and this in turn
causes great damage to our health,

Mr. Darley said that the life expectancy of a man
living in Birkenhead was three years less than that
of a man who had spent all his life in a place like
Bath. This was simply because of the polluted air he
was breathing.

Polluted Homes

He then gave some interesting facts about the
poliuted homes in Birkenhead which were classed as
unfit for human beings to live in. He said that the
slum clearance programme in the Borough was for
4,000 houses and they were concerned with a further
12,000 homes which were suitable for improvement.
The slum clearance programme in itself would cost
£26 million to complete and the Council were
spending about half-a-million pounds a month in
modernising homes, bringing them up to present-
day standards. ¢ ‘This saves pulling the houses down
and having to build new ones at £7,000 a time,’’ he
said.

As Chief Public Health Inspector, Mr. Darley was
also responsible for food and drugs. This again, he
informed his listeners, presented him with many
problems but problems which could be lessened by
the public’s co-operation in the fight against
pollution, especially in food shops.
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He said that he and his team kept a close check on
all animals which were slaughtered for food to make
sure that they did not have any diseases. They also
had to make sure that horse was not being sold as
beef, or cat as rabbit.

Speaking of the general lack of appreciation of
hygiene among shop staffs, he said that some organ-
isms in human hair were exactly the same as that
found on the feet of flies and caused the same type of
food poisoning. ‘‘You can draw our attention to
dirty shopkeepers and their assistants. The remedy
is in your hands,’’ he went on.

He talked of some food shop assistants who were
nose pickers and pimple scratchers and said that
many times people wet their fingers before picking
up wrapping paper or blew into a bag before putting
food inside. This, he said, was as bad as deliberately
spitting on the food being sold and served.

He said that Public Health Authorities relied
almost entirely on the general public to send in
reports on unscrupulous and unclean traders. Only
then could they be prosecuted.

Dirty Streets

He then spoke of litter in the streets and of dogs
fouling the pavements and of the moves to combat
these things in Birkenhead, even to the extent of
bringing in new bye-laws. He talked of the problems
brought about with the advent of plastic packaging
and nylon wrappings which did not decay like the
old-fashioned cardboard and paper. He said that
Birkenhead Council were spending some £2% million
on a new type of incinerator which would burn all
types of rubbish and refuse and reduce it to ash.

Another thing, he informed us, which affected our
environment was noise, and one of the major dis-
turbers was the pneumatic drill. He said that if a
workman operated such a drill regularly, in 20 years
he would be stone deaf. Various methods had been
trled to muffle the drills, but now at last it seemed that
a solution had been found in France where they claim
to have a silent drill. He mentioned however, that
from personal experience, he found that the noise
level from a ‘switched-on discoteque’ was much
higher than that of a pneumatic drill.

He concluded his most informative and enter-
taining talk by saying that pollution of our environ-
ment was something which adversly affected us and
does us harm, but the remedy and cure is in our own
hands. We can control it, only it will cost money.

Mr. Darley, a very powerful and forthright
speaker, is obviously dedicated to his work of
helping us all to live longer, healthier lives.

Then followed an open forum session with a
variety of questions answered by a team led by Mr.
Dodds, after which Mr. Norman Kenyon took over
to organise dancing to recorded music.










































none of these could be regarded
as suitable for unsupervised use
by elderly people in cases of
senility, mental disorder or in-
continence. The National Re-
search Development Corporation
has filed patent applications for
the development of an improved
type of safety blanket to meet the
needs of very frail elderly people
living alone and hope to be able
to arrange for limited production
and trials in the fairly near
future.

Nationalised Industries
(Price Restraint)

Mr. Bruce-Gardyne asked the
Chancellor of the Exchequer if he
will make a further statement
about the progress of his dis-
cussions with the managements
of the nationalised industries
regarding Exchequer compen-
sation for their participation in
price restraint; and what is now
his estimate of the cost of such
compensation in the current finan-
cial year.

Mr. Patrick Jenkin: I have
nothing to add to the information
in the Answers given on 13th
December to my hon. Friend the
Member for Cirencester and
Tewkesbury (Mr. Ridley)—and
on 29th January to my hon.
Friend the Member for Bedford
(Mr. Skeet).

Mr. Bruce-Gardyae: Will my
hon. Friend confirm that not one
nationalised industry is now run-
ning at a surplus on current
operations, let alone approaching
its required financial returns?
What will be the impact of this
on next year’s borrowing require-
ment? Will it be over £4,000
million, over £4,500 million, or
what?

Mr. Jenkin: My hon. Friend
will not expect me to answer the
last part of his question at this
time. We have always made it
clear that there are dangers in
subsidising the nationalised in-
dustries, but the dangers of
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inflation are even greater. It is for
that reason that we have sought
to ask them to restrain their
prices, and they have done so—
and it has been greatly in the
national interest that they have
done so.

Mr. Stonehouse : Does the
Minister not agree that the
artificial holding down of prices
in  publicly-owned industries
amounts to a subsidy to private
business? If these publicly-owned
undertakings are to be able to
finance the developments that
they must have in the next few
years is not a realistic pricing
policy called for?

Mr. Jenkin: The right hon.
Member is right to say that a
pricing structure which allows
nationalised industries to earn a
reasonable return on their assets,
assists them to find the finance
for investment. In the interests of
counter-inflationary action, how-
ever, we have asked them—and
they have agreed—to restrain
their prices. But their investment
programmes are not held back,
because they have access to
lending from the National Loans
Fund.

Domestic Meters and Fuse
Boxes (Accessibility)

Mr. Lomas asked the Secretary
of State for the Environment (1)
if he will recommend that in new
housing development, and in
houses where improvement grants
are given, gas and electricity
meters and fuse boxes are placed
in an accessible position;

(2) if he will recommend that
in new housing development, and
in houses where improvement
grants are given, gas and electri-
city meters are placed in such a
position that external reading
facilities are available.

Mr. Channon: Housebuilders
are well aware of the advantages
of external meter reading and the
accessibility of services equipment.

The Electricity Council has recen-
tly reported an increasing popu-
larity of outdoor electricity meter
cupboards and that a significant
number of new houses are now
being equipped with them.

External meter facilities are not
always appropriate. There would,
for instance, be problems of
vandalism where pre-payment
meters are used. I have com-
missioned design research to see
whether this problem can be
solved.

In the case of older housing,
external meter facilities can be
provided as part of grant-aided
improvement work. It will, how-
ever, be for the local authority
and householder concerned to
assess whether the advantages of
external meter facilities outweigh
the cost of providing them in
older housing.

Night Storage Central
Heating (Rates)

Mr. Crouch asked the Secretary
of State for the Environment why
houses with electric night storage
central heating are rated lower
than identical houses with other
systems of central heating.

Mr. Eldon Griffiths: Rateable
values are based solely on rental
values. These are not affected by
appliances like night storage
heaters which the tenant can take
away with him. Other systems of
central heating form part of the
structure of the property and thus
increase the rental value.

Domestic Electrical Plugs
and Sockets (Standards)

Mr. Harold Walker asked the
Secretary of State for Trade and
Industry if he will take steps to
establish standards for domestic
electrical plugs and sockets.

Mr. Emery: No. The pre-
paration and publication of
national standards in the United
Kingdom is the task of the British
Standards Institution.









